
Student: _________________________  Paper topic:  ____________

Below are the evaluation criteria for all papers as listed on your course syllabus, 
indicating which areas require the most improvement on this paper.

weaker                                             stronger

1. Following instructions. Does your paper follow 
the instructions of the assignment? Was it turned in 
on time? Does it conform to our formatting 
guidelines?

  x----------x----------x----------x----------x

2. Grammar and style. Do you avoid grammatical, 
spelling, and usage errors? Do you have any run-on 
sentences or non-sentences? Are your sentences clear 
and concise? Are references in correct APA style?

  x----------x----------x----------x----------x

3. Thesis and structure. Does your introduction 
contain a clear thesis (underlined)? Does your 
conclusion end with a compelling idea? Do 
arguments and examples build logically in between, 
following your outline? 

  x----------x----------x----------x----------x

4. Use of sources. Does your paper demonstrate 
that you understand the examples and arguments 
from the articles you use? Does your thesis deal with 
the central arguments rather than peripheral issues? 

  x----------x----------x----------x----------x

5. Arguments and evidence. Do you support your 
thesis with compelling evidence and arguments? Do 
you counter at least one possible argument against 
your answer?

  x----------x----------x----------x----------x

6. Creativity and difficulty. We appreciate papers 
which find exemplary outside sources, represent an 
unusual challenge, take on a unique case, or come up 
with a creative point of view. 

  x----------x----------x----------x----------x

Additional comments:

Grade: _____ out of _____
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